
Background and Objectives 7/27/18                    

Senators Goose Control 
Joan Russo & Joanne Frazier – Special Committee 

 
Problem 
While geese were not initially an issue at Senators, the resident Canadian geese population has grown significantly in the 

last two years to approximately 60 at last count.  Large groups of geese are encroaching on residents’ lawns and 

destroying grass on both private property and common areas. The high volume of goose droppings in common areas and 

backyards has created a significant nuisance, as well as health and sanitary concerns on sidewalks, trail and particularly 

for homeowners on the ponds.  In addition, goose droppings may also impact the safety of the water in the ponds as well 

as that of the soil.  

The problem will continue to grow unless we develop and begin to implement a plan this year.  

Goose Committee Objectives 

 Short Term:   

o Significantly reduce the presence of geese for the 2019 season (April through August, (US Fish and 

Wildlife Service).) 

o Reduce impact of goose waste 

 Long Term:  

o  Identify and employ all viable methods to discourage future nesting and returns, 

o Manage the problem for the future. 

In all cases, solutions will comply with federal law and should be the most cost effective and humane as possible. 

 

Background 

Senators’ Previous Actions for Goose Control 

The Senators community previous hired Envirotech   This included the installation of monofilament fish line across and in 

some places, around the ponds.  In addition, vegetation was planted to create riparian buffers that make it difficult for 

geese to walk up the bank of the pond. 

A key contributing factor to this situation is the inadequacy of our riparian buffers (vegetation buffer around a pond or 

stream), the first line of defense. Particularly around ponds 3 and 4, these have been partially destroyed by our own lawn 

maintenance company and/or by the geese themselves.  

Note 1:  Appropriate HOA member of Landscape Committee needs to reinforce that mowing of the buffer will no longer 

happen. 

Note 2:  In the course of a conversation with Joanne, Wes from Solitude said the company would addle eggs at no 

additional charge as part of their contract. . This needs to be confirmed by the appropriate Pond Committee member. 
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Legal Status 

Geese are federally protected. The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 USC 703-711) protects Canada geese, their nests and 

eggs. This federal law prohibits capturing or killing Canada geese outside of legal hunting seasons or without a permit.  

Presently, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service allows property owners to conduct certain control methods with the 

appropriate authorization. Permits, issued between January 1 and June 31 of any given year, are issued to destroy nests 

and to oil and addle eggs.  In some cases, permits to kill geese may be given to landowners suffering damage, once they 

have tried alternative methods to reduce the goose population.   At qualifying sites, communities are issued federal 

permits for goose roundups (euthanasia) conducted by an authorized vendor; and the meat is processed and donated to 

food pantries.  This is done only during the molting season. 

Control Methods  

Five different classes of methods are available to reduce goose damage:  

1) Habitat modification ; 2) Exclusion; 3) Harassment; 4) Chemical repellants and 5) Lethal control. 

Methods mentioned below include those that apply to the Senators community. Some activities must be registered.  See 

details below. 

Habitat Modification 

 Removing nest structures and addling/oiling/piercing eggs so they do not hatch. (Requires registration between 

1/1 and 6/30 annually.  Nests and eggs may only be destroyed between 3/1 and 6/30.  Results must be reported by 

10/31 of the registration year.) 

 Manage Grass and Plants -- eliminate mowing within at least 20 feet of the pond. Enhance  and plant less 

palatable plants 

Exclusion 

 Barriers and Grids, such as fences (at least 30 inches tall,) thick/tough vegetation and other physical barriers such 

as large rocks and boulders called “riff raff” set on/near the shoreline, make it difficult for the geese to climb over 

and build nests.  Two parallel monofilament fish lines (20 lb. test) strung 6 and 12 inches above ground with 

strong stakes have been successful.  Split rail fences with inside wire fence are typically effective. 

Scaring Devices: 

 This include such items as Mylar tape and balloons and plastic decoys have not been proven to be effective 

Harassment  

 Dogs, lasers, automatic exploders/pyrotechnics (see above), other noise such as banging trash can lids together, 

flags, lawn sprinklers and remote-control boats.  I added dogs below 

Chemical Repellants 

 Must be registered and have little or no adverse effect to the environment.  Includes Methyl Anthranilate and 

Anthraquinone (Flight Control.). These make the plants bitter, so geese won’t want to eat them. 

Lethal Control 

 .Hunting during season (September), capture and euthanasia – gathering geese during their molting period, 

euthanizing them and donating the meat to local food banks after all methods exhausted.  
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Methods with the Greatest Likelihood of Success  

Further research and analysis needs to be taken to determine the viability of the options below.  Considerations include, 

but are not limited to cost, expedience in remedying the problem and community commitment.  We will need to use 

multiple methods on an ongoing basis to achieve the best outcome. 

 Egg Addling –hire a certified vendor to do it under permit.  

 Barriers around the perimeter of each pond and as close to the edge of the water such as thick vegetation, fencing 

at least 30 inches tall (including split rail fencing with inside wire fencing barrier), and the installation of Riff 

Raff (large rocks and boulders to make it hard to walk out of the water.  

 Professionally trained and handled dogs. Can be reasonably priced solution on ongoing basis. A “natural” solution 

in that dogs mimics fox predators.  Humane in that geese are not touched. (Note: goslings may be harassed.) 

 Inexpensive lasers may be used by individual homeowners to keep geese away from their property. Special avian 

lasers (brand name, Avian Dissuaders) also work, but cost approximately $500 each. Price is not the most 

important downside here and proper control and management would be a serious issue within the community. 

 Euthanasia as a last resort after other methods have been tried.  Not an annual solution. 

Note:  Homeowners may choose to use some methods, such as adding fencing to their yards, decoys, lasers and noise on 

their own, following HOA approval, as needed. 

Methods Not Recommended  

 Plastic scare decoys such as swans, coyotes, etc., as they must be moved several times a day to be effective.  Even 

then, the geese get used to them. 

 Capture and relocation, since the geese often return 

 Toxicants – there are no EPA approved toxicants the relocate geese. According to Fish and Wildlife Services 

biologist, Ray McClain, chemical such as Flight Control do not tend to work unless constantly applied to the area.   

Next Steps 

 Explore feasibility and costs for additional planting of riparian buffer from Solitude, as well as other vendors. 

 Explore and evaluate service from company called Geese Chasers. Schedule presentation to the community.  

 Have Pond Committee obtain cost quotes from Solitude for enhanced monofilament, 

 Obtain ongoing community input. 

 Continue to develop recommendation to the HOA Board  

 Develop budget for 2018, 2019 and ongoing. Note: Confirm that 41% of costs are paid by Townshend on. HOA 

BOARD to manage coordination . 
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Appendix -- Goose Biology* 

Most resident geese begin breeding when they are 2-3 years old and they nest every year for the rest of their lives. Geese 

lay an average of 5 eggs per nest, and about half will hatch and become free-flying birds in the fall. They tend to return to 

their original nest every year. 

After hatching, goose families may move considerable distances from nesting area to brood-rearing area, appearing 

suddenly "out of nowhere" at ponds bordered by lawns.  

After nesting, geese undergo an annual feather molt, a 4-5-week flightless period.  Molting occurs between mid-June and 

late July, and the birds resume flight in August. During the molt, geese congregate on ponds or lakes that provide a safe 

place to rest, feed, and escape danger 

Problems develop as local flocks grow and the droppings become excessive (a goose produces a pound of droppings per 

day). Problems include over-grazed lawns, accumulations of droppings and feathers on play areas and walkways, and 

nutrient loading in ponds. 

 

Sources:   

 
1. Maryland Department of Natural Resources: Controlling Conflicts with Resident Canada Geese in Maryland:  

http://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/plants_wildlife/ResGeeseProblem.aspx 

2. US Fish and Wildlife Service, phone interviews on with biologists* 

3. US Fish and Wildlife Service, Resident Canada Goose Nest and Egg Depredation Order, 

https://epermits.fws.gov/eRCGR/DOC/eRcgrFaq.pdf  

4. Geese Peace, Inc., GeesePeace, http://www.geesepeace.com/home.html  

5. What to do about Canada Geese?  The Humane Society of the US, 

http://www.humanesociety.org/animals/geese/tips/solving_problems_canada_geese.html 

6. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riparian_buffer 
 

*The U.S. Wildlife Service, the government unit ultimately responsible for management of geese, their fact sheets and 

advisories. 
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